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SEASONAL WORK PATTERNS OF THE HIRED FARM WORKING FORCE OF 1964

By

Avra Rapton, Labor Economist
Human Resources Branch
Economic Development Division
Economic Research Service

The tables included in this supplement to Agricultural Economic
Report 102, Seasonal Work Patterns of the Hired Farm Working Force of
1964, provide data on monthly patterns of farm wage work for 1965.

Major seasonal patterns of employment in 1964 and 1965 did not
differ to any significant degree, although the number of workers was
generally lower in the latter year. Seasonal work changes among types
of workers and geographic regions usually take place slowly and become
evident only over a period of several years.

Agricultural Economic Report 102 discusses in detail the main
features of the hired farm work force seasonal patterns, describes the
survey method, defines the concepts and terms utilized, and discusses
sampling variability.

Additional information on the characteristics and employment of
the 1965 workers can be found in Agricultural Economic Report 98,
The Hired Farm Working Force of 1965.

DAYS OF FARM WAGE WORK PERFORMED
MONTHLY, BY CHIEF ACTIVITY OF WORKERS, 1965
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Table 1.--Number of persons employed monthly at farm wage work, by selected characteristics of farm wage workers,

1965
Selected : : : : : : : : : : : :
characteristics ¢t Jan. : Feb. : Mar. : Apr. : May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.
: Thou, Thou. Thow.  Thou. Thou.  Thon. “Thou. Thou. Thou. Thou. Thou. Thou.
ALl workers : 693 T3 79 981 1,233 1,728 1,907 1,847 1,541 1,371 1,100 901
Color and sex:
White males 4sh 480 525 632 T18 996 1,096 1,079 837 751 64k 583
Nonwhite males 183 1091 200 226 257 328 34k 316 288 280 238 205
White females 27 28 37 62 105 188 232 2k 213 171 95 55
Nonwhite females 29 25 31 62 153 217 235 203 203 168 123 58
14-17 years S VA P 79 Wk 461 598 576 278 206 121 98
1854 511 537 602 707 83r 1,010 1,076 1,028 977 903 T4 648
55 and over 133 140 148 195 252 257 233 242 286 262 215 156
Regidence:
Farm 289 309 338 396 L7 621 637 627 560 509 462 389
Nonfarm Lo3 by 45k 584 757 1,107 1,270 1,219 981 862 638 512
Migratory status:
Migratory 99 101 119 127 155 276 314 299 219 199 168 120
Nommigratory 593 622 673 854 1,078 1,452 1,593 1,548 1,322 1,172 931 T8
Region:
North 181 185 200 249 304 L3k 466 468 ko2 381 257 223
South 355 367 403 510 664 906 999 938 826 31 620 L7k
West 157 171 189 222 265 388 4l Lho 313 258 223 204
Chief activity in year:
Farm wage work : 558 584 622 693 T35 T54 46 T22 TOL 695 670 613
Other farmwork 24 26 ok 31 42 43 53 48 48 60 64 51
Nonfarmwork 36 37 55 76 100 138 123 120 15 121 66 60
Keeping house 13 10 21 53 121 170 214 199 229 184 119 48
Attending school L6 47 L7 gl 152 527 673 660 315 207 111 98
Other 15 19 23 54 82 96 97 97 130 104 T0 31




Table 2.--Seasonal

increase in average monthly employment of farm wage workers, between high and low seasons, by

gselected characteristics of farm wage workers, 1965

.
.

Selected : Average monthly employment 1/ _:
characteristics : Jan.-Apr. : June-Aug. !  Seasonal increase., Ratio: JI\me-AEug. to
o > * * -
: “Thou. Thou. ~Thou. : Ratio
A1 workers ' 97 1,827 1,030 : 2.3
Color and sex: : :
White males H 523 1,057 534 : 2.0
Nonwhite males : 200 329 129 : 1.6
White females : 38 223 185 : 5.9
Nonwhite females : 37 218 181 : 5.9
14.1T7 years : 54 545 ko1 : 10.1
18-5L4 : 589 1,038 Lh9 : 1.8
55 and over : 154 24l 90 : 1.6
Residence:
Farm : 333 628 295 : 1.9
Nonfarm : u64 1,199 T35 : 2.6
Migratory status:
Migratory : 112 296 184 : 2.6
Nonmigratory : 686 1,531 8us : 2.2
Region:
North : 204 bsé 252 : 2.2
South : 409 9l8 539 : 2.3
West : 185 423 238 : 2.3
Chief activity in yea:r
Farm wage work : 61k Thl 127 : 1.2
Other farmwork : 26 u8 22 : 1.8
Nonfarmwork : 51 127 T6 : 2.5
Keeping house : 24 194 170 : 8.1
Attending school : 53 620 56T : 11.7
Other : 28 97 69 : 3.5

y Monthly data for January to April and June to August were averaged separately to obta

season represented by these months.

in

one figure for each



Table 3.--Farm wage workers employed each month as a percentage of all persons who did farm wage work, by selected
characteristics of farm wage workers, 1965

Selected : : X : : : : X ; ot :
characteristics Jan. Febd. Mar. Apr. May June : July Aug. Sept.;Oct.; Nov. Dec.
: Pk,  Pct. Pecb.  Pet.  Pet. Pck.  Pet.  Pet. Pcb. Pcb. Peb. Pct.
All workers . 20 25 25 30 % [_s5 60 60 50 1 &5 35 30
Color and sex: :
White males : 25 30 30 35 4o | 60 65 65 50 ] b5 ko 35
Nonwhite males : 35 o ko i [ s0 £s_ 70 65 €0  ss  sol 40
White females :t 5 5 5 10 20 Lo 45 50 45 35 20 10
Nonvhite females ¢ 5 5 5 15 35 [ 50 55 50 50 ko 30 15
14-17 years : 5 5 5 10 15 50 65 60 | 30 20 15 10
18-54 : 30 30 35 ko hs 55 60 55 55 50| 45 35
55 and over : 35 35 35 | 50 65 65 60 60 TO 65 55 | ko
Residence:
Farm : 30 35 35 bo | 50 65 70 65 ks 45 35 25
Nonfarm : 20 20 20 25 35 | 50 60 55 45 Lo 30 25
Migratory status:
Migratory : 20 20 25 25 35 60 65 65 | 45 &5 35 25
Nonmigratory : 25 25 25 30 40 55 60 60 50 | L5 35 30
Region: '
North : 20 20 25 30 35 50 55 55 50 45 30 25
South : 20 25 25 30 Lo 55 60 60 50 45 Lo 30
West : 25 25 30 35 ko 60 65 65 4s ko 35 30
Chief activity in year:
Farm wage work 4 710 70 75 85 90 95 90 90 8 8 85 75 |
Other farmwork : 15 20 15 20 30 30 35 35 35 Lo &5 35
Nonfarmwork : 10 10 15 20 25 35 30 30 30 30 15 15
Keeping house : 5 1/ 5 10 25 35 L5 ko 50 | o 25 10
Attending school : 5 5 5 5 15 [ 50 65 60 30 20 10 10
Other : 5 10 10 20 35 L0 L0 Lo 55 | 45 30 15

1/ 1ess than 2.5 percent.
Note: Beavy line encloses months in which half or more of each component of the farm wage force was employed.
Numbers were rounded to nearest 5 percent.



Table 4.--Days of farm wage work and wages earned from farmwork at peak seasonms, as percentages of totals for year,
by selected characteristics of farm wage workers, 1965

Selected : Total days of : Percentage of days : Total farm : Percentage of farm wages
farmwork in : of farmwork in-- : wages in earned in--
characteristics : year : June-Aug. : June-Oct. : year : June-Aug. : June-Oct.
Mil. Pct. Pct. :Mil. dol. Pct. Pct.
A1l workers : 267 35 5k :1/2,032 23 52
Color and sex: : :
White males : 17h 33 51 . 1,460 32 50
Nonwhite males : 5k 31 50 . 347 32 50
White females : 21 L8 T1 : 145 Ly TO
Nonwhite femsles : 19 L2 68 : 80 39 65
Age: : :
14-17 years : 35 60 7 . 161 68 83
18-54 : 185 31 50 . 1,501 31 50
55 and over : 48 29 48 . 371 27 - bt
Residence: : .
Farm : 109 32 50 . T05 3 50
Nonfarm : 159 36 55 . 1,327 35 53
Migratory status: : .
Migratory : 39 39 58 : 374 38 57
Nonmigratory : 229 34 53 . 1,658 32 51
Region: : :
North : TO 34 53 : 517 33 53
South : 132 35 S5k : 791 33 52
West : 66 36 53 : Tokh 34 52
Chief activity in year: : :
Farm wage work : 185 28 L5 : 1,538 28 L6
Other farmwork : 6 17 50 : 50 28 48
Nonfarmwork : 12 33 58 : 100 34 5T
Keeping house : 17 s} Tl : 9l 40 76
Attending school : 38 66 79 : 182 T4 87
Other : 10 Lo 60 : 68 37 66

1/*The wage figure from the Hired Farm Working Force survey differs from the $2.5 billion cash wage bill for 1965
reported in USDA's "Farm Income Situation,” July 1966, because of differences in the groups of hired farmworkers
included in each report. For groups excluded in this survey see explanatory note in Agr. Econ. Rpt. 102.

Numbers for subgroups are rounded without being adjusted to group totals.



Teble 5.--Days of

farm wage work performed each month as a percentage of days worked in peak month, by selected

characteristics of farm wage workers, 1965

: Days of
iﬁii;gzgristics ; gi;ﬁ zﬁge ; Jan.; Feb.; Mar.; Apr.; Mey ; June ; July ; Aug. ; Sept. ; Oct. ; Nov.; Dec.
: I@gk@month;l/: : : : : : : : : : :
: Thou. Pct. Peb. Peb. Pek. Peb. Pct. Pek. Peb. FPck.  Pet. Pet. Pet.
A1l workers 32,278 Iy g L6 53 60 70 o2 100 o7 81 s 61 51
Color and sex:
White males 20,349 53 52 59 66 T2 89 100 97 76 71 63 58
Nonwhite males 5,975 54 55 66 73 82 99 100 90 81 80 68 48
White females 3,619 16 16 22 27 37 T 89 100 8 67 35 26
Nonwhite females 2,823 17 13 16 2L 60 97 96 85 100 7 56 25
Chief activity in year::
Farm wage work 17,706 T2 el 83 90 97 100 98 96 93 90 83 72
Other farmwork 703 67 58 65 67 53 64 65 83 80 100 93 87
Nonfarmwork 1,541 Ly Lo iy g 60 7 100 88 8L 83 81 55 Ly
Keeping house 2,895 6 5 12 21 LY 73 84 88 100 8L NS 19
Attending school 9,454 9 8 8 11 17 T0 100 91 36 24 14 14
Other 1,420 9 17 20 38 65 83 85 80 100 ok 60 32

1/ Peak month for each group of farm wage workers is represented by that month in which 100 percent is entered.



Table 6.--Number of persons, days worked, and wages earned at farm and nonfarm wage work, for all farm wage workers and for workers who
also did some nonfarm wage work, by selected characteristics of farm wage workers, 1965

Persons who did both farm and nonfarm wage work

All persons who did farm wage work

: A H Average . Average wages : Average wages
verage
Selected To;al Total days ° —Average : yages from ° Total days of =-: per day from--: per year from--
characteristics workers : ¢ days of :p X : : : Non- : : Non- : Non-
. ©Of farmvork farmwork : SYIIOTE PET, yorkers : Farm-: farm-: Farm-: farm- : Farm- farm-
: : : Day : Year : s work : work : work : work : work work
: Thou. Pct. Mil.  Pet. No.  Dol. Dol.: Thou.  No. No. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol.
All workers : 3,128 100 267 100 85 7.55 650 1,145 53 102 7.15 10.85 381 1,105
Color and sex: :
White males : 1,707 Sk 17k 65 102 8.35 855 696 58 118 7.50 12.55 438 1,401
Nonwhite males : hoT 16 Sk 20 108 6.45 TO1 154 73 92 6.75 8.00 493 738
White females 498 16 21 8 43 6.75 290 181 29 65 T7.35 T.10 217 465
Nonwhite females 426 1k 19 T Lk 4,25 187 114 33 T0 4.30 3.75 145 262
Age:
14-17 years : 940 30 35 13 37 4,55 171 266 30 ST k.65 3.00 140 171
18-5k4 : 1,791 57T 185 69 103 8.10 838 810 61 117 7.60 12.15 463 1,419
55 and over : 397 13 48 18 121 T.75 934 69 39 95 8.65 10.85 339 1,026
Residence:
Farm : 932 30 109 L1 117 6.45 755 241 85 84 5.85 7.80 Lg7 662
Nonfarm : 2,196 70 159 59 T2 8.35 605 90k L 106 7.85 11.45 350 1,223
Migratory status:
Migratory 466 15 38 1h 82 9.70 802 213 5T 100 8.95 12.15 515 1,222
Nonmigratory : 2,662 85 229 86 86 T.20 623 931 52 102 6.70 10.55 351 1,078
Region:
North o 84ks 27 T0 26 83 7.35 612 357 51 126 7.h0 12.15 376 1,536
South : 1,609 51 132 k9 82 5.95 L92 503 58 90 6.15 8.20 362 Tho
West T 673 22 66 25 97 11.00 107k 285 Ls 90  9.20 13.25 k21 1,204
Chief activity in year:
Farm wage work 808 26 185 69 229 8.30 190k 177 165 5k 7.55 10.25 1,250 559
Other farmwork 143 5 6 2 43 8.00 346 1/ 22 --- - —- ., --- --- —--
Nonfarmwork 390 12 12 5 31 8.05 255 390 31 193 8.05 13.30 255 2,57k
Keeping house : 473 15 17 6 35 5.55 198 127 27 49 6.40 5.80 177 285
Attending school : 1,074 34 38 1k 35 4.80 169 338 33 57 5.00 L.us5 165 253
Other 2/ 240 8 10 4 Lo 7.00 283 91 43 61 8.10 6.30 349 388

1/ Averages not shown where .base is less than 50,000 persons.
g/ This growp conteins 153,000 persons other than homemakers and students », who were out of the labor force most of the year and

87,000 persons who were looking for work most of the year.

Nwmbers for subgroups are rounded without being adjusted to group f.otuls.





